
explore natureand cultural activities
Municipality of Ii with around 10,000 residents is surrounded by the beauti-
ful seaside, Gulf of Bothnia and three rivers. Only a 25 min drive from the 
City of Oulu, Ii offers relaxing vacation opportunities and has over 1,500 
leisure apartments. 

Ii entertains visitors with summer fairs, art exhibitions and outdoor activities like trekking on 
nature trails, fishing, and kayaking.

Many people wonder about Ii’s unusual short name.
The origin of the name is said to be based on the Sami word iddja or ijje which means night. 
Ii was mentioned in written sources for the first time as a chapel in 1374, which is used as a 
starting value for calculating Ii's age. In 2024 the municipality of Ii and Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ii celebrated its 650 jubilees.

Back then Ii was a large congregation. For a long time, it included a large part of the current 
province of North Ostrobothnia. Ii was known as a trading centre and a harbour, that exported 
salmon, peat and furs.

Nowadays Ii is known for becoming a zero emission and waste-free community. All produced 
energy is renewable: hydro, geothermal and wind power as well as bio-based fuels.

Getting here
Ii is located 35 km north from the city of Oulu, along on the highway E75. The nearest airport 
and train station are in Oulu. Public bus runs from Oulu city center once an hour and takes 
about 50 minutes. See timetables: osl.fi/en

Share your best moments: #visitii          visit_Ii 

For more information:  visitii.fi/en
  visitii.fi/de

explore nature

Municipality of Ii, Finland
tel. +358 50 3103 458 | asiointipiste@ii.� 
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https://www.osl.fi/en/
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culture and museum
old town of ii

Enjoy lively events, visit the museum of local history, walk along culture heritage 
route.

Ii Wanha Hamina (Old Hamina) is among the Northern Finland’s oldest trading posts and dates 
to the 14th century. The name “Hamina” has its roots in the Swedish term “hamn”, which means 
harbour. Nowadays the Old Hamina is a tight-knit neighbourhood that has managed to keep its 
own unique historical spirit.

Most of the houses along two narrow streets, Alakatu “lower street” and Yläkatu “upper street,” are 
built side by side having the corners almost touching each other. The oldest buildings – or at least 
the vintage of the timber used to build them – are from the early 19th century. The heart of Wanha 
Hamina is the Huilinki stage where plenty of music concerts, theatre plays and events take place.

Ii church
The church was built in 1949-50, designed by Finnish architects Strandberg and Hytönen. The 
sharp profile of the church was modelled after the old church dear to the villagers was burned 
down due to a lightning strike in the beginning of the 40’s. On the ceiling, there is a votive ship, 
which are relatively common in Scandinavian coastal towns. Ii’s unique ship depicts a local ship 
type called Jähti. Finnish artist Eero Nelimarkka painted the beautiful fresco wall at the altar.

Address: Puistotie 2, Ii

Arrival instructions: Road signs to Wanha Hamina on highway E75. Turn from the roundabout 
towards the town center and drive Kirkkotie about 500 m down.

local museum of ii
Familiarise with the local culture, traditions, and folklore.

The museum tells the story of life in Ii from the pre-historical times until present day with modern, 
recently renewed exhibitions. The museum consists of four buildings: the old parish granary, the 
museum hall, old storage and the loggers building museum cafe Huilinki.

In the museum, you can learn about the life in the local iron age village or the early industrial 
history with a peculiar glass factory owner, Hourooti. Exhibitions display the local traditional liveli-
hoods, fishing, farming, and logging. Kids can try their skills in archaeology. 

Don't forget to stop by in the picturesque museum cafe Huilinki for a coffee or lunch. Local 
museum is open from June to the beginning of August, free admission. 

Address: Puistotie 4, Ii



culture heritage route ruustinna
Learn Ii’s way of life.

Route Ruustinna is about 2 km long, suitable by walking or cycling. Route starts from the centre of 
Ii (Old Hamina) and goes along the riverside passing the Environmental Art Park and and finally 
taking you to the KulttuuriKauppila Art Center, or the other way round. Along the way, there are 
information boards about the Ii’s history, nature, and life (also in English). 

Address: Starting point Puistotie 4, Ii or Kauppilantie 15, Ii 

environmental art park
kulttuurikauppila art centre 

Sustainable contemporary art by the river and in the heart of Ii.

KulttuuriKauppila Art Centre runs an international artist residency, produces events, and provides 
studios for local artists. KulttuuriKauppila is an active organiser of exhibitions, workshops, and 
events such Art Ii Biennial (AIB) and Valto Pernu Photo Marathon, organised on alternate years.

KulttuuriKauppila is located by the river Ii in an idyllic area. The residence house was built in the 
1800’s and the atelier built in 2006. The atelier has studio facilities used by the in-house artists and 
exhibition spaces. Exhibitions are held in every summer. 

Art Ii Biennial produces works of art for the Environmental Art Park. The Park first opened in June 
2012 and has now become a popular recreational destination for locals and travellers. Artworks 
are made from natural and recycle materials by both local and international artists. Some 
artworks can last only one season until it merges with the nature, some change their appearance 
year by year. Free admission to the park, no winter maintenance.

Address: Kauppilantie 15, Ii

Arrival instructions to Kulttuurikauppila: On highway E75 from the south there are road signs 
guiding to KulttuuriKauppila Art Centre. 

Address: Main entrance and parking: Pappilantie 16, Ii 

Arrival instruction to Environmental Art Park: In the centre of Ii, near the highway E75, right by 
the river. Picnic table at the park, maps of the area available near the entrance. 

Opening times and exhibitions: kulttuurikauppila.fi/en

https://www.kulttuurikauppila.fi/en/home/


nature activities and trails
hiastinhaara nature trail and birdwatching tower

Hike along the duckboards, observe birds and count sheep on the field. 

Hiastinhaara is perfect place for hike and bird watching while there are hundreds of migrating 
birds in the area every spring and autumn. The record is nearly 90 different species. Place is locat-
ed around 4,5km from the town center on the Hiastinlahti Bay, where tributary stream of Ii river 
also flows. Easy access nature trails are 2 km and 0,7 km, suitable for families with children.

Area is protected by Natura 2000 network. In summertime there are sheep in the area, and it’s 
important to keep the gates closed. Stay also on the marked trails, so you do not disturb the wild-
life.

Services: Campfire, lean-to shelter, outhouse toilet, birdwatching tower, info boards about 
nature, plants and animals in the area, small swimming spot. Free admission, no winter mainte-
nance.

Address: Hiastinkuja, Ii

Arrival instructions: You can reach the location by car or by bike. Road 
signs guide you from highway E75 to take a turn to Kantolantie from the 
southern exit, after about 1,5 km there will be a left turn to Hiastinkuja 
(gravel road). In the end of the road there is a parking space. 

purusaari island and jakkukylä’s suspension bridge
Enjoy the scenery on the shores of River Iijoki.

The outdoor recreation area on the Purusaari island, located in Jakkukylä village, offers amazing 
views over River Iijoki and the village. The island becomes even more attractive in the summer, 
when visitors can independently cross the river using a rope-operated ferry (distance 20 metres).

In the winter, the Purusaari can be reached by a ski trail or walking over the ice. Purusaari area is 
maintained by the Jakkukylä’s village association. 

Services: In Purusaari 1,8 km long scenic nature trail, a lean-to, campfire spot, woodshed and an 
outdoor toilet. Beach access, suitable for a swim.

Jakkukylä suspension bridge crosses the almost 200-metre-wide River Iijoki. The bridge can be 
only crossed on foot (walking surface of the bridge is made of metal mesh). The Jakku elementa-
ry school and village café (open only during summer) is located on the north side of the bridge. 

The Jakkukylä area also offers various opportunities for hiking, cross-country skiing and cycling. 

Address: Jakku school’s parking lot, Jakuntie 85, Jakkukylä



merihelmi seaside and sailor’s trail
Walk along the Sailor’s trail and have a picnic at the gorgeous Lappish hut.

Stunning sea views, birdwatching tower and a place of silence marked with a wooden anchor will 
guarantee successful pictures of your holiday. In the wintertime, the Merihelmi is a popular spot 
for ice fishing or riding a snowmobile.

Services: Seaview lunch restaurant, camping area and caravan parking, gas station, children’s 
playground, birdwatching tower, Sailor’s trail (300 m duckboards) with information boards about 
history, an outdoor seating area.

Address: Rynkyntie 21, Kuivaniemi

Arrival instructions: Merihelmi is located on the coast of the Bothnian Bay along the highway E75 
in between the cities of Kemi and Oulu. Distance from the Ii town centre is about 25 km.

vatunki point and oolanti trail
Sense the power of the sea, go hiking along the Oolanti nature trail, stand at the feet 
of windmills.

At the harbour of Vatunki you can see a wide range of fishing boats and working fishermen. 
Oolanti nature trail is a place to get to know the nature and history of the area.

Services: Swimming spot, childrens playground, nature trail Oolanti (450 m), lean-to and camp-
fire spot, outdoor toilet, caravan parking, Vatunki restaurant (check openings times), quest 
harbour for boat visitors.

Address: Pohjoisrannatie 759, Kuivaniemi

Arrival instructions: Vatunki is located about 40 km from the Ii town center towards Kuivaniemi, 
north on highway E4. Road signs will guide you to take a turn to Pohjoisrannantie and drive about 
7 km until the end of the point. 



how about. . .

Lappish huts and lean-tos are great spots for a break and observing nature. Destina-
tions are located at the ends of the forest trails with short walking distance from park-
ing lot.

Praava Harbour
Swim in the clear water, have a cup of coffee at the campfire, enjoy the colors of the sunset. At the 
point of Praava you can find a popular sanded bottom swimming beach. On clear sky, you can 
see Röyttä island in the horizon. During winter, locals enjoy outdoor activities like ice fishing, grill 
sausages at campfire (BYO firewood) and have fun with traditional Finnish ice sleigh carousel.  

Address: Praavantie 347, Ii 

Arrival instructions: On highway E4 take a turn to Praavantie towards Ojakylä and drive until the 
end of the road (about 4 km). 

enjoying a picnic by a campfire ?

exercising outdoors ?
Ii has good opportunities for indoor and outdoor sports.  

Sport center Iisi arena
The indoor sports hall features floorball, volleyball, futsal and basketball fields and courts corre-
sponding to official specifications, as well as a running track, exercise area for senior customers, 
a gym, a boxing area, a combat sport and budo area, a pitch and batting practice area for e.g. 
baseball, long jump facilities and a climbing wall. Time slots are available for booking on week-
day evenings and during the weekend.

Illinsaari Outdoor Area
Located in centre, excellent place for skiing (1 - 5,5km), running and playing frisbee golf (18-hole 
track) and enjoying snack at campfire. Illinsaari has also swimming beach, an outdoor dog park 
and a new children’s playground. Fishing on the area requires a permit. 

Address: Illinsaarentie 68, Ii

Vihkosaari beach and recreation area
A sunny sandy beach in Illinsaari, which is the most popular swimming spot in Ii. The location 
features a pier, four swimming lanes (25meters each), changing cabins, a campfire and picnic 
area, a beach volleyball court, swings for children, a climbing frame, and a bio-toilet. Winter 
swimming is also possible.

Pankinnokka beach
Gorgeous and recently renewed swimming beach by the sea and river in Kuivaniemi (about 
35km from Ii centre). Two spots for swimming, a shallow one by the sea and a deeper one on the 
river side. The area has a toilet, changing rooms, hut with a fireplace, beach volleyball field and a 
picnic spot. Area is maintained by the local community.  

Address: Pankinnokantie 45, Kuivaniemi



catching a fish ?
Ii river is one of the most popular fishing destinations in Northern Finland and home to 
the most important lamprey areas.

Rantakestilä
Fishing with a rod in this area does not require a permit. There is a campfire (BYO firewood), dock 
and boat launching area. As a landmark stands an original steam power sawmill’s pipe from the 
1860. Area also has a Fishers’ incubator that produce and grow European whitefish and lamprey 
for stocking. 

Address: Rantakestiläntie 14, Ii

looking for accommodation, restaurants, rental services, daily tours and guided activities?
Local companies offer services to groups and solo travellers.

See more: visitii.fi/en

https://visitii.fi/en/



